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Beyond the Shadow of Sherlock: Finding Success in What You Love
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For one memorable week, Kau Yan became a world of mystery
and investigation as students stepped into the world of
Detective Fiction. Inspired by the classic detective stories of
Sherlock Holmes, our students spent English Week searching

for clues, solving puzzles and taking part in many exciting

activities.

One of the highlights of the week was the immersive detective
experience, where students followed the mystery of the broken
English trophy and the missing star. As hidden clues were
uncovered and suspects questioned, students became part of the
investigation and experienced first-hand the mystery and suspense
of a real detective story.

The excitement continued with
the escape room challenge, where
teams raced across classrooms, searching for clues and
completing a series of missions. Students had to think carefully
and communicate clearly as they worked together to solve
problems and progress through the challenge. The missions
were designed as English-based tasks, requiring students to
apply their language skills in a practical and meaningful way.

This issue celebrates the many unforgettable moments from
English Week, along with students’ reflections on theme of
detective fiction. | hope you enjoy looking back at the highlights
that made this year’s English Week so special.

Experience our
English Week here

) Lee Kau Yan Memorial School




During the English Week, our daily curriculum transformed standard
English lessons into a dynamic, puzzle-solving playground where
students unravel mysteries using language immersion:
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The mystery deepens as students dived into the lore of 221b Baker Street. They
— from his faithful housekeeper Mrs. Hudson

learnt about Holmes's complex world
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and_ his government-employed brother, to his dangerous archenemy Professor
Monarty and the jealous Inspector Lestrade. They also explored legendary tales
like The Hound of the Baskervilles and modern adaptations featuring Benedict
Cumberbatch, followed by another thrilling Kahoot! quiz.
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The Mystery Times Logic Puzzles

Wits were tested to the absolute limit with a series of perplexing, visual logic puzzles
from The Mystery Times newspaper:

C_ase 1- _A Da_te with Death: Students must decode a cryptic letter substitution
cipher left in a diary to accuse the real murderer, Lucy!

Case 2 F_’oiso_ning at the Library: Students must solve a phonetic rebus puzzle drawn
on a dying librarian's hand to locate a hidden antidote inside the book Peter Pan.

Cas_e_3= Crackin_g the Code: Students must decipher a 4-digit safe code belonging
to criminal boss Billy Broccoli by cleverly flipping his wife Lois’s name upside-down.

The World of Detective Fiction in Kau Yan




Oh no! Students, look! Disaster! During
our English Week, someone damaged
the trophy! The star at the top is GONE!
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Indeed, Watson.

Another mystery,
Holmes?

Students! We are searching for clues to
solve this crime. There are clues hidden

under your chairs.
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| am long and
straight. | help
you draw lines.

The trophy has
small, straight
scratches on it.

You found it! Well,
go on and read it.

| am long and
straight. | help
you draw lines.

You-suspect,
come here do
what Sherlock
Holmes says.

Hold out your
hands... palms
up...now move
them up and
down...and say.

That would suggest a
thin, flat tool.

We need
another clue!

Envelope #2?
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The suspect is
wearing a blue English
Ambassador’s Badge!

| have been stealing bright star ideas
for you instead of just “mobile phone
games” and “homework”.
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He’s trying to
escape! Security!
\ Stop him!

How many stars
\ did you steal???

Wait! We have the final
clue! It’s marked TOP
SECRET!

| am also taller than
you all' How did you
think | reached that
high shelf?

Well, that can’t be
any of you shorties!

Who is the tallest
here at Lee Kau
Yan?

597? Seriously? Those are
some giant feet! Well, go on
then, read the next clue.

My shoe size is
the answer.
Muah-ha-ha!

| am the Optimus of
numbers and there are 15
of my friends on that ruler
of yours.
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
(Source: Wikipedia)
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Doyle served as a medical doctor and surgeon to 2 sea voyages before he established an
unsuccessful medical practice. During his time at sea, he was inspired to write the short story “J.
Habakuk Jephson’s Statement” making the mystery of the Mary Celeste popular. Therefore,
when | found out that Doyle disliked the very thing that made him famous, | had mixed feelings
about it.

At first, | thought he was being ungrateful due to the fact that the Sherlock Holmes series had
saved him from failure. Since his medical practice was unsuccessful, I'd expect him to be on the
brink of bankruptcy. Fortunately, he was able to become famous through the series. Hence, |
thought he was unappreciative to the very people who salvaged him. Nonetheless, after giving it
some thought, Doyle’s discontentment actually made sense to me. Considering the fact that
Doyle studied medicine, | believe he seemingly sought a more distinguished career path. Not to
mention, Doyle considered himself a more “serious” literature type of writer, therefore viewing the
Holmes stories a distraction from his important work. Thus, this makes his view understandable.

While Doyle’s choice might seem baffling to an aspiring writer today, it highlights
a universal tension: the gap between natural aptitude and personal passion. Being
exceptionally gifted at a craft does not automatically grant someone the internal
fulfilment required to sustain it, especially when that talent feels like a distraction
from one’s “true” calling.

For me personally, despite having a supposed ‘gift’ for teaching, I’'m not a fan of
the role. | lack the necessary patience and tend to get irritable far too quickly to
be an effective mentor. Furthermore, | easily get stressed and queasy when I’'m
surrounded by loud noises, therefore | may never survive a noisy classroom
filled with rowdy students. For that reason, | would prefer sticking to what | love
and enjoy even if it means | might go through hardship rather than waking up
every day and hating myself for choosing a career | don’t enjoy.

olmes character

— wikipedia)

sher\ock H
(Sou

But that prompts the question, ‘Would one rather continue doing something that seems to
be “distracting” if it brought success, or would one choose to follow their personal passion even
if it meant being less famous?’ Since being famous is nhow being added to the equation, | won’t
have to choose.

5B(11) MAHTANI Gillianne Lesp
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Must always pe t

ultimate basjs for justice

ectives should not always trust their instincts rather than evidence.
tive and easily influenced by personal bias,
d to wrongful accusations and miscarriages
ctively suspect a young man from a

poor neighbourhood simply because of his appearance and background, ignoring
physical evidence that points to a different suspect. This could result in an innocent
person being wrongfully detained. Another reason is that evidence is objective,
verifiable, and admissible in court. Relying on instincts alone would make cases
unsustainable and undermine the integrity of the legal system. For instance, in a
theft case, security camera footage or fingerprint evidence can definitely prove who |
was at the crime scene, whereas a detective’s ‘gut feeling’ cannot be used to convict /
someone in a court of law. In conclusion, | think that detectives should not always

trust their instincts rather than evidence.

In my opinion, det
One reason is that instincts are subjec
stereotypes, or emotions, which can lea
of justice. For example, a detective might instin
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In my opinion, people like to read
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and full of mystery.
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What could be the answers? Students are trying their
best to solve the square!
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All students are thrilled at their dolls as reward
for solving all the mysteries!
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