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This year marks the 35th Anniversary of our school, and to the English
Department, a milestone of our unremitting efforts for a massive over-
haul stressing the connection between the language and the real world
with authentic texts and a wide variety of new activities, programmes
and pedagogies to power up our students’ capacities for fun, interac-
tive and immersive English learning in and out of the classroom, an-
ytime, anywhere, unleashing all possibilities (Kramsch, 2010) for our
whole new chapter of English learning.
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Creating an English-rich environment is a mission
easier said than done. Here at BLCWC, neverthe-
less, dedication transcends everything. With a range
of innovative activities, our students are immersed in
the language to an unprecedented extent. On most
Wednesdays this year, English activities are organ-
ized in the newly decorated English Activity Room,
where students are fired to partake with English am-
bient music, high-technology audio pens and posters,
as well as gifts and encouragement from our Principal
and teachers. This series of activities alone has at-
tracted more than 400 participants since its launch 3
months ago!

—— e Ao e g = [
—THRSEERT <)

Qur English revolution continues with our totally re-
imagined English Speaking Days, which are like no
others of this kind — we have recorded an average of
4800 English conversations on each of our events.
Success does not come easy. BLCWC-ers love
speaking English as engrossing activities are organ-
ised. For instance, we created an English speaking
game called “English Gotchal!”. Our students ran
around the campus with the English-mon(ster) The-
saurus to “catch” different English-mons (teachers
or English Ambassadors). Students had to complete
various missions by talking with them to collect the
different stamps listed on the English-mon Collection
Passport. Students were so exhilarated to join Eng-
lish Gotchal! since the game was fun, engaging and
rewarding (Alfulaih & Elsayed, 2018).
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The English Department goes further and strives
to extend students’ learning experience to the real
world in hopes of widening our students’ horizons
and triggering their motivation to seek for knowl-
edge (Fragoulis & Tsiplakides, 2009). This year, we
organised numerous out of the classroom activities
and programmes. The Be a Little Journalist pro-
gramme gave students a chance to step out of the
ordinary classroom, visit and interview a dazzling
array of shopping malls and restaurants in English.
Students took photos of assorted stores and splen-
did attractions around Hong Kong. With a view to
celebrating and publicizing our success, shortlisted
compositions were even selected and printed by a
local newspaper Posties. In addition to readers of
students and parents, people from all walks of life
around the globe recognized our students’ remarka-
ble achievement.

With the unrelenting support from our school’s
Management Committee, we aimed even higher by
engaging our students in diverse weekend English
programmes. This year, the new Learning English
by Newspaper workshop allowed ample opportuni-
ties for our students to immerse in English. Students
visited different places to experience and use the
language in an authentic context. As a saying goes,
actions speak louder than words. Qur students
treasured every chance to lift their proficiency en-
thusiastically and produced high-quality work in all
the weekend programmes organised this year. It is
no wonder that there has been, on average, one
writing from our students proudly presented to all
newspaper readers every month this year, out-
competing many other reputable schools.




Again, our success is by no means a coincidence.
This year, we initiated another revolutionary pro-
gramme The Ting Pen Project. The English voice
navigations of our students, 1B15 Cheong Pak Shun
and 2A16 Cheung Cheuk Yin, can now be heard by
thousands of millions of newspaper readers in and
out of the territory. These, to us, are just the begin-
ning; we crave for more. Our English Activity Room is
now equipped with Ting Pen-s, which work like mag-
ic with the audio-embedded newspapers — a game
changer for improving pronunciation and listening
skills (Glaser, 2021).

Our determination to arouse students’ interest and
maximise the effectiveness of their learning has not
only empowered our students to polish English skills
anywhere anytime, but has also transformed tradi-
tional English classes into an extraordinary ones.
We worked around the clock and buried ourselves in
academic researches to perfect our curriculum - inte-
grating National Security Education into our Morning
Reading Sessions, designing interactive grammar ac-
tivities based on Communicative Language Teaching,
a pedagogical model conducive to language internal-
isation (Nunan, 1991), and strengthening the English
elements in Cross-curricular Learning and Kick-start-
ing an online DSE self-learning platform — these are
just the tip of the iceberg in our relentless pursuit of
the best English curriculum we could implement.

With ever-increasing globalisation and the emergence
of our great motherland as a leading nation, never
can the significance of English be overemphasised
as a lingua franca for Hong Kong's niche as a bridge
between the mainland and the rest of the world. The
35th Anniversary of BLCWC means a lot to the Eng-
lish Department — we took a great fruitful leap in nur-
turing our students’ competence in the language for
their contribution to the success of our country.
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