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Jasper FONG Yan-shing, 2B
Blair FONG Yeuk-kiu, 2022 Graduate
| am the mother of Jasper FONG Yan-shing (currently in 2B) and Blair

FONG Yeuk-kiu (promoted to secondary school this year). | am so grateful that

they are part of the CASYYMPS family. Studying at the school was undoubtedly
| a very fruitful experience in their lifelong learning journey. The teaching in
CASYYMPS has always been very comprehensive and systematic. In academic
lessons and multiple non-curricular activities, the school had equipped my
daughter, Blair, with the techniques necessary for her challenging assignments
as well as the practical skills in note-taking by using GoodNotes with her iPad.
. These skillsets learned from CASYYMPS made her an efficient self-learner
and facilitated her to adapt to the new learning environment in the secondary
school.

Apart from the academic development, the school also offered abundant
opportunities to develop and improve my children’s social skills. During the
first few years of her study in CASYYMPS, Blair was a shy little girl who was not
willing to speak for herself. Had been offered a lot of opportunities to take part
in various school services and performances, she has become a more confident

girl who is eager to express her own thoughts and ideas.

| also observe that the school management always strive for excellence
in enhancing the teaching quality and improving the learning environment for
students. In recent years, the school has developed a couple of interesting
learning programmes to maximize students’ exposure to English. My son,

Jasper, has learned so much from the very enjoyable English learning activities,
such as English Fun Week, Christmas English Activity and Dragon Boat Festival.
| am confident that their years in CASYYMPS would be the most memorable
and fruitful time for my children in their lifetime. Taking the occasion of its 20th
anniversary, | wish that CASYYMPS will flourish for years and continue to nurture
talents for our society.
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Development

of the school-based
English curriculum from 2016 to 2022

S roma Over the past 20 years, our English department
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has been putting great efforts on developing and
improving our school-based English curriculum,
in order to create the most suitable teaching and
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learning materials for our students to learn and

acquire English language effectively. To keep abreast
of the global changes, our school-based English
curriculum has been also focusing on self-directed
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learning, reading across curriculum, e-learning and

assessment for learning in the recent five years.
® ; ; ;
co-curricular activities It aims at enabling our students to communicate,

School-based English Curriculum study and work in the English medium.
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Features of the
school-based

English curriculum

A. Building a strong foundation
for students in English learning
It is believed that students can learn effectively
with a strong foundation. Therefore, Read Write Inc.
Phonics (RWI) has been adopted in KS-1 in our school.
With the synthetic phonic skills, students are able to
read accurately, fluently and with understanding, to

spell and to write their own writing.

In RWI lessons, students do not only learn
sounds, but also blending and segmenting skills.
Students have a lot of opportunities to work in
groups, to practise reading and share their ideas. RWI
develops students’ confidence in acquiring reading,

writing, listening and speaking skills.

Students practise to read in pairs.

Teacher reads the stbry about animals with P.1 students.

B. Developing students’
language skills

Our English department has been working
collaboratively with different professionals to develop
the school-based curriculum.

Development of Text Sets Programme (DTS) (KS-1)

English teachers have worked collaboratively
with NET section, EDB to develop DTS in KS-
1. DTS is a real-life literacy programme with use
of text sets and effective strategies to enhance
students’ literacy development. In the programme, a
collection of materials on a specific subject matter at
various reading levels has been adopted, including,
information from online sources and print-based
materials.

The theme of P.1 is ‘animals’. Students have
opportunities to read multi-modal texts about
different aspects of animals, such as, appearance,
habitats and diets. At the end of the module,
students are able to write to justify if their favourite
animals are good pets.

Teacher teaches reading strategies.

*
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STAR (KS-2)

With a view to persistently enhance learning
and teaching effectiveness and strengthening
assessment for learning, our English department
makes well use of the STAR platform. Our school-
based reading progression framework has been
constructed and reading strategies are taught
explicitly in class. The graded reading assessment
tasks on STAR platform provide evidence for
teachers to assess students’ learning outcomes and

adjust teaching plans.

Teachers share their experience in using STAR platform with
teachers from other schools.

Students get spontaneous feedback on STAR platform.
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A rich language learning environment plays an
important role for enhancing students’ familiarity
with English. Therefore, the English Garden and
English Room are set up for students to read
English books and play English games. A wide
range of co-curricular and extra-curricular activities,
such as, English Campus TV, English Week, Buddy
Reading Programme and dramas, are organized so
that students are able to have wider exposure to

English beyond lessons. 25
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