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My Survival Hacks for Tackling OSE

Chuang Wing Chi, Gianna(HKBU — English Language and Literature)

Dear fellow students,

How are you doing? Times flies and it's your turn
to face the DSE exam. If you're as depressed as
| was and only have little confidence in yourself,
here are some tips from a "not—so—great" student.

I've never considered myself to be a good student.
In fact, | think no one ever thought | could get into
the university, especially in this particularly difficult
period that all classes were suspended because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, with the
help of my dedicated teachers and lovely friends, |
finally made it.

In fact, | really don't want to recall that "dark
period" during which | felt anxious all the time.
| can't remember how many times | wanted to
give up. Fortunately, my dear friends always
encouraged me, saying that we should persevere
and get through this hard time together. Therefore
we started a study group to share useful notes
and materials and time ourselves for past paper
drilling.

Sometimes we held online meetings to discuss
challenging questions and it often lasted at
least two hours. Studying with friends has
greatly reduced my anxiety. If you’re not good
at disciplining yourself, you'd better join a study
group too. Fitting in a discussion group is a
marvellous way to immerse yourself into a healthy
study atmosphere. It's remarkably effective for a
person to review efficiently. | really enjoyed the
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process of making progress together with my
friends who are always my most reliable supporter.

Besides seeking help from your friends, you
should create a comfortable study environment for
yourself as well. For me, | prefer to do exercises
with some soft background music on. | found it
to be cozier while listening to soft music which
obviously helped me concentrate better. Therefore,
I made a playlist which | kept on repeat mode. An
important note to make about the list: try to add
some English songs so that you won'’t sing or hum
along with the familiar melody.

| think you must be tired of hearing "believe in
yourself", so I'm here to say "Congratulations!
You're about to pass through the most annoying
time of your entire youth." Don't even think of
giving up at this stage for you would regret later
and spend the rest of your life with a guilty heart.
Persevere and the best is yet to come!

Best wishes,
Gianna
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Cultural Exchange in the [ JG A

To those who might think that no sooner have they
been in an English—based country than they learn
English, | disagree with them, for there is no such
thing as a free lunch. You will never learn English
unless you are actually putting efforts into it and
start changing your mind from “I learn English
for better grades” to “I learn English for my best
interest”.

| have been offered a magnificent opportunity
that | could never imagine several years ago. Ever
since | was granted that scholarship, a sense of
duty was born upon me, that | have to be a better
person. Therefore | started reading. Under a less
exam—oriented learning environment, | read a lot
of English books, mostly literature, for example,
The Chronicles of Narnia, The Count of Monte
Cristo, etc. | exposed myself to this culture to learn
English.

LA . REN Vg |
Reading a story book with  Museum visit with host’s
a baby grandson in Houston

5A Li Zirun

L ans " AN

Going to watch a baseball game with friends

The second thing | find the most essential to the
improvement of my English is taking the course
of Statistics. | understand how this could have
sounded bizarre to you. However, it was not until
| took Statistics and read the textbook thoroughly
had | found myself more comprehensible to written
English.

| understand there will be limitations that erect
barriers in your way of studying. However, with the
development of technology, you can bring America
to you. Self-learning is very important. The key to
access self-learning is the internet. You should
use it wisely to garner information, learn from
others and expose yourself to English. Persistence
and patience are needed. It may feel thorny or
discouraging sometimes, but you should keep it
going because, my friends, there is nothing lasting
longer than knowledge and memories. Learning
is a wise investment. It would never be too late to
learn.
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Mr. Lau Wai Ki

“Do not go gentle into that good night, Old age
should burn and rave at close of day; Rage, rage
against the dying of the light.” — Dylan Thomas

Thomas is one of the many poets who has graced
my five years of studies in English Language and
Literature and English Language Teaching with his
thought—provoking and gripping poems. Thomas’
collection of poems is a constant reminder of how
one should celebrate both the preciousness and
the fragility of human life.

With this idea in mind, | have never ceased
seizing every opportunity available to me. In 2017,
| embarked on a journey to Budapest, Hungary
to take part in a summer volunteer teaching
programme. There, | discovered my enthusiasm
for teaching and met a group of highly motivated
pupils. In 2018, | applied to be an emcee of
TEDxHKBU. There, | developed a great interest
in public speaking. In 2019, | was nominated to
represent my university to participate in Geneva
International Model United Nations. There, |
encountered a bunch of eloquent and global-
minded speakers and developed great friendships.

FHE®A H£57H

Subject taught: English Language

Believe me, none of the above chances came
naturally. Just like some of my students, | grew
up in a single—parent family where | had to
constantly rely on myself and trust that one day
| could somehow make a change. When the
odds are stacked against us, it is exactly when
we must remain mentally strong and extremely
hopeful. | must concede that hardships, obstacles,
challenges, criticism, and failures are real. They
are all so real that sometimes we may wish to
give up or give in. But these elements are also the
essential ingredients to a life that we desire.

| would like to end this introduction with a value
that | uphold: “When you want to succeed as
bad as you want to breathe, then you will be
successful.”

Miss Lee Shum Yee

| am Miss Lee Shum Yee and | have graduated
from the Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU). |
have finished the programme named “BA (Hons)
in English Language and Literature & BEd (Hons)
in English Language Teaching (Double Degree)” at
HKBU.

Being passionate in different languages since | was
young, | chose to further my studies specifically on
English language for my bachelor degree. Growing
up, | have also found the pleasure of introducing
the beauty of English to the young ones.
Therefore, | decided to teach English to children
and teenagers. Seeing students getting more and
more interested in English lessons is definitely one
of the best things | can come up with.

| have taken part in different teaching-related
activities in my university life and | have gotten

1

Subject taught: English Language

in touch with a range of students with diversity. |
opine this surely has made me more competent in
teaching kids with different levels of ability.

As a new teacher here in CCPASS, | hope that |
could help the kids here to strive for excellence in
both academic and personal aspects. | truly believe
that being a responsible individual is as important
as being an intelligent one.
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